Serial No. 10/681,180 



Docket No.: 1293, 1084CIPC 



REMARKS 

In accordance with the foregoing, the specification has been amended and claims 1 and 
2 have been amended. Claims 1-10 are pending and under consideration. No new matter is 
presented in this Amendment. 

REJECTIONS UNDER DOCTRINE OF OBVIOUSNESS TYPE DOUBLE PATENTING: 

On pages 2-3 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 1 and 3-6 on the ground 
of nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting in view of claim 1 of U.S. Application No. 
10/681,131 and Kimura et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0111957 A1). On pages 3-4 of the 
Office Action, the Examiner rejects claim 2 on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness-type 
double patenting in view of claim 2 of U.S. Application No. 10/681,131. In view of the enclosed 
Terminal Disclaimer, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection, 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. §112: 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 1 and 3-6 under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, second paragraph, as being indefinite. The rejection is respectfully traversed and 
reconsideration is requested. 

As a general principle, 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph, requires that the claims be 
written such that, in light of the specification, one of ordinary skill in the art would understand the 
metes and bounds of the invention with a reasonable degree of precision. As such, claims that 
otherwise appear indefinite when read in a vacuum can be made definite upon review of the 
specification. In re Moore , 1619 USPQ 236, 238-239 (CCPA 1971). Further, applicants are not 
restricted in the claims to the language used in the specification so long as one of ordinary skill 
in the art could still understand the metes and bounds of the invention. As set forth in MPEP 
2173.02, "a claim term that is not used or defined in the specification is not indefinite if the 
meaning of the claim term is discernible. Bancorp Services, LLC. v. Hartford Life Ins. Co., 359 
F.3d 1367, 1372, 69 USPQ2d 1996, 1999-2000 (Fed. Cir. 2004) (holding that the disputed claim 
term "surrender value protected investment credits" which was not defined or used in the 
specification was discernible and hence not indefinite because 'the components of the term have 
well recognized meanings, which allow the reader to infer the meaning of the entire phrase with 
reasonable confidence')". 

It is respectfully submitted that one of ordinary skill in the art would understand the 
meaning of the term "information area" as used in the claims and in view of the specific example 
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cited by the Examiner. As such, applicants are not restricted to the example included in the 
specification, and since the phrase "information area" reflects terminology understood by one of 
ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner reconsider and 
withdraw the rejection. 

While it is respectfully submitted that the claims are definite as set forth above, the 
specification has been amended in order to more obviously correlate the specific example and 
the claim language. 

CLAIM OBJECTIONS: 

On page 4 of the Office Action, the Examiner objects to claims 1 and 2 because of 
informalities. In view of the amendment to claims 1 and 2, it is respectfully requested that the 
objection be withdrawn. 

CONCLUSION: 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, if there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 503333. 



1400 Eye St., NW 
Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)216-9505 
Facsimile: (202) 216-9510 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEIN, MCEWEN & BUI, LLP 
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